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IMPREGNABLE AMERICA

Faced with vust responsibilities for
the future not only for our own eiti-
zens but of the happiness and peace
of humanity in a erowded world, there
waa never a time when the question
of the economie soundness of the
United States pogscesed the impor-
tance it has today.

If democracy is to vindicate itself,
it must not only win victories; it
must use them, It must not only
bring hope of freedom and pence; it!
must vealize these hopes in a practi-!
eitl program. In order to do this, de-
mocracy must  keep solvent. The
question, therefore, of the sconomic
soundness of the United Stutes comes
home to us with a new significance
and a new point by reason of the very
fuct that the past four yeurs have
taught us how many things there are
in the world that are greater than
moroly maerial possessions,

Face to fice with a Herculean shave
in the work of rebuilding and recon-
structing o war-torn and war.disor-
ganized world, every patriot is ask-
inge himsel with heightened interest
whether the economie strueture of the
United St is fundamentully sound,

those countries have managed to get
through the winters, [ guess they'll
get through again.”

The Republic believes that the situ-
ation abroad ix eritieal, It  belicvey
thnt unless remedial measures are tak-
en at once, millions of men, women
and children will starve between now
and next summer, Before famine civ-
ilization eannot stand, A  starving
half-Euiwpe plunged into barbarism,
with force as the only weapon in the
hands of man, and barbaric half-Eu-
rope means of o wenkening of the civ-
ilization of the whole world.

Lot the Governments of the United
States and the Entente tell us exact-
ly what the situation ie. So far our
information is incomplete. If mil-
liong ofypeople are actunlly starving
let us know how we can hefp.

There are great stocks of food in
Argenting, Australin, Indin and the
United States. Rather than let one
bahby starve, let us turn all our ships to
the task of taking food to  Europe.
The Peace Conference, the reconstruc-
tion work in France and Belgium and
even the bringing home of troops—all
of them con wait, but the famished
mi'lions cannot. It is not a question
of friend or enemy. The Good Sa-
ninritan didn't halt for details.

If a million, or a thousand, or even
o hundred persons starve in Europe
anl Asin this winter for lack of food
thut might have been sent them, it
will be a blot on the civilized nations
of the world that will remain until the
!'-r:l.-nll_ Judgment Duy.—8St. Louis Re.
publie.

ILLITERACY IN MISSOURI

Although some of the recently pub-
H=hed figures as to illiterney in Mis-
sourd are manifestly erroneous, the
fuets are bad enough to justify the or-
ganized campaign to improve school
fucilities, especially in some of the ru-
rul sections, Missouri stands twenty-
first among the stutes in percentage
of illiteracy, 4.3 per cent of the peo-
ple 10 years of age snd over being un-
able to read und write, There dre 5.3
por cent illiterates among males of
voting age, 1Ll per cent  illiterate
white person= of foreign birth  and
174 por cent illiterate negroes, There
are twenty-cicht states thnt have a
Inrger percentage of illiterute males
ol voting age. but there are thirty-
four states that have a smallor per-
centage of HHlcrate native-born whites

after the wrenches and Hlows of wat,
or whether it hins been so wenkened
thot we nre inevitably headed tow :n.l\
a perlad of doubt, wneertninly, slnek-
oned effort and unemployment:  Are |
we th give ourselves during the com- |
ing months to the great problems
which eonfront us. or i1s  our fl.v'r-‘
grovnd to be Allwd by the exaspernt-
ing and irritating consenuences of un-
usual difficulties in our efforts to make
a living ?

The answer ta this question cannot
be found in any ensy rhotorie about
our undeveloped resources and our
potential markets, A nation's strength
and soundness depends  upon  the
soundness of its currency, the condi-
tion of its bmsic industrics, the effi- |
ciency of its man power, the propor- |
tion of its debt to what it has to pay
out af, and the spirit of its people

Thix issue of the West at Work
eontains facts ws to American ceo-
nomic eonditions at 'the present hour,

0 presented as to enable the reader
to apply these tosts to his  country.
They shéw that the United States has
ns ek gold ne Englund, France and
Germanty put topether; that it hns
les paiper money in proportion to its
wold ‘reserves thun any Ewrppean hel-
ligerenty that it has lost bhut  1-700
purt of its worldng man power hy war |
as neainst 1-25 part for England and |
116 for Germany and Franee; and
that of its eleven great basic indus-
tries, so fur from the war having ex.
cessively stimulated (hem, two have
been depressed, two have been maod-
erately stimulated, one has been stim-
ulated ¢ vely, while six—eorn,
wheat, cotton, pig iron, petroleam and
conl—have but moved duving the war |

wriod at o healthful rate s if there
E:'u} heen no war at all.  The question
a8 to Ameriea’s possession of the in-
tangible values without which there
muy be no true ceonomic soundness,
is eonvineingly pnswored by Willinm
H. Danforth's charming litile article
on the spirit of the American army
OVErSens,

The econoimic position of the United
States is impregnabie.  The nation's
business is founded upon a rock. We
may gs on with confident hearts and
with great good cheer.

“The Father of Ropublies," is the
title that hag been conferred upon
President Wilson, by Hon, William J.
Bryan. Such title is most fitting,
und will doubtlezs “take.”

AN IMPENDING CATACLYSM

Ton million men were killed in bat-
tle during the wur and the influenza
accounted for 6,000,000 more persons.
Sixteen million human beings dead,
wha under normal conditibng, wight be
living and laughing today! )

Horrible, you say? Yes, it is hor-
rible, but the real horror is yet to be
foced. During this holiday, senson
there are in Europe and Asia . more
than 100,000,000 men, women and chil-
dren slowly dying of hunger. Food
supplios are exhausted and winter is
not yet actually here. :

Cast your eye over the map of the
Old World. Nearly everywhere
is governmental chaos, transportation
facilities are in @ hopeless snarl, ev-

man's hand iz lifted inst his
ﬁ hbor and where there is not ae-
tunf fratricidal fighting there is fatal
apathy. Russia, Turkey, Austria,
Juga and Czocho-Slovakis—all are
facing the specter of famine,

We in America and in the allied

countries have boen ao wrapped up in |96

the winning of the war, .the wee
terms, bringing our soldiers home
and similar problems that we have
been giving but scant thought to the
grisly horror that the other half of
the world is facing.

ery now and then some earnest

ata an tries to
t&lgzl::i:; d , but he gains lit-
tlg attention. average American |
to himself:

henrd those starvatiorn |
- S Vs o

of native purontage, Mizsouri’s vecs
ord is 34 pr cent, while the
gentage of illiteracy among 1ty

whites of forcien of mixed purentage
in only 12, This is  significant. 1t
shows that the children of the jmmi-

grunts have Letter educational  op-
portunities thun the children of native
white purenture. Such illiterates are
found chiefly in rural sections, since
truancy laws are enforced in the ci-
ties, e figures we have cited are
taken from ihe Statistienl Abstract
of the United Stotes of the lnst cen-
BU8,

The United States Bureau of Edu-
cation gives more interciling figures
us to school population, attendance,
length of school year, number of
teachers, saluries of tenchers and total

I ) ~
democracy. Now democracy must be

assured by a strong and healthy citi-
zenship, able in mind and body, fully
u?uiﬁpad to assist in the development
of the new world-order being created
today. This is the task that con-
fronts the State, This problem is up-
on ug now. It must be faced with the
game enthusinsm and intelligence, the
same spirit of selfishness and saeris
fice that bas been shown in the war.

Such a spirit has been shown in
Missouri by the group of men and
women who have, as members of the
Missouri Children's Code Commission,
for the last two years given much of
their time and energy in the prepara-
tion of the constructive program of
child-care, known as the Children's
Cade, to ‘w submitted to the coming
session of the legislature, This com-
mission was appointed by Gov, Gard-
ner to revise the laws relating to chil-
dren and to recommend such new leg-
islation as is necessary for properly
anfoguarding the children of the State,

Under this Children's Code, educa-
tisn und training for life and work i=
placed within the reach of every fu-
ture citizen; treatment is  provided
children with mental and physical de-
fects, such as the feeble minded, deaf,
blind and crippled children; the aes-
titute and neglected children are cared
for by the State. Here is a program
which will'go far to prevent poverty
disease and crime,

The task of preparing this Chil-
dren's Code for lllﬂiusnuri is over. The
Commission has spent many monthe
carefully studying the conditions in
the Stute affecting the lives of chil-
dren, It has studied the present sta-
tutes in Missouri relating to children
and recommends the revision of many
of them, It has asked authoritics in
every State in the Union what their
experience has been in denling with
these children’s problems. The work
of the Commission is over. The obli-
gation now lies with the people of the
State and with the members of the
Legislnture.
“If the people of Missouri who are
interested in the welfare of children
will get behind the campaign (for the
pasange of these children’s laws) by
letting their State Representatives
and Senntors know where they stand,
it will be possible to enact”into law a
part, or perhaps, all of the Children's
Code, 1t is a case of evervbody con-
cerned getting together and insisting
upon getion at Jeflerson City,” writes
the Kansas City Times, in ny edi.
Lovigl on Dee. b, 1918,

The 8L Louis Committes of the Wo.

man's Committee of the Counell of
National Defonse is condueting the St
Louis campaign For the prssage of the
Children’s Code. A Spenkers' Burenu

has been formed under the chair-
manzhip of Mrs. W, Bartlett sending
spenkers throughout the city to ex-
plain these children's laws,  Slides,
enlling attention to the Code, are be-
ing displayed in the picture shows.
Ministers of the city have been re-
quested by the Committee to set Jan-
unry Sth ns Children’s Code Day, to
give the whole or part of the sermon
the explanation of the Code, The Child
Welfare Committee of the Council of
Defense, whose chairman  is  Mrs

expenditures for schools for the year
ending i June, 1916,
seventh in estimated number of chil-
dren G to 18 years of age and sixth in
daily average attendance, Hut apuinst
this record, it stood twenty-ninth in
average duration of school -1;:5'5. 161.-
B. 1t stood eighth in number of teach-
ers, thirteenth in total salaries and
thirtbenth in total expenditures, Thess
figures indieate that the state did not |
keep pace with many neighbors with |
much amallor cehool pupulation, If
the urban sghool re eliminated, the
contrast with |-r.n|, for l.'x.'llnp'-t'.
would e still more stetking,

The  State  Superintendent of
Schools, Mr, Lumbin,  quotes  still
gloomier statistics, probably based on
per capita estimates, after eliminating
urban schools, but even the general
fignires we have given show that the
situation demunds immediote  atten-
tion,

GERMAN ARMY AND NAVY
LOSSES REACH 6,000,000,600

New York, Dec. 21.—When the total
German casunltios are published, the
number of dead will be about 2,000.-
000, according to The Cologne Ga-
zette of November 26, u copy of which
has heen received hore, Up to Octo-
ber 25, the total ecasunlties repoited
were 6,066,700, of whom move than 4,
760,000 were Prugsians, The total in-
cludes the nuval casudlties, which
were 70,000, comprised of more than
26,000 dead, more than 15,000 missing
and nearly 20,000 wounded,

Casunlty list No, 1284, published on
Oct. 24, according to the Cologne Ga-
sette, placed the number of dead at
1611404, the number of wounded at
4,083,143, anid the missing at 772,622,
The paper says that of the number re-
ported missing, 180,000 may be con-
sideced dead,

The Cologna naper uses the word
“appalling” in describing the casunl-
ties among the officers. The total on
Oct, 24 ineluded 44,700 officers killed.
B2460 officers wounded and 13,0600
missing, a total of 140,760. The loss
in officers alone, the paper points out,
exceeds the total casunlties of Ges-
many in the Franco-Prussian War of
1870, when the total losses were 120,-

The total en Oct. 24, which did not
include casualty lista from the fight-

there | ing on the Western front after that

date nor the German losses in Pales-
tine, wag apportioned by the paper
ag follows among the various army
contingents:

Prussia, 1,262.060 dead, 2,882,671
wounded, 616,139 missing; total, 4.-
T60.570.

Bavaria, 150,668 dead, 363.823
wounded, 72,115 missing; total 586,

sk:é;:ly, - 108,017
wounded, 51,787 missing; total, 411-
831,

Wurttemberg, 64,507 dead, 155,654
wounded, 16,802 missing; total 236,-

963,
Navy, 26,862 dead, 28,968 wounded,
15,679 missing; total, 70,509.

MAKING MO. CHILDREN -
BAFE FOR DEMOCRACY

The world has been made safe for

dead, 252,027

Robert MceKJones, is  arranging a

Mizgoiri _g:_mdll::'.'m- luncheon at which  prominent

speakers will discuss the Code Chil-
dren's Code posters nre being exhibit-
ed throughout the down-town see-
tions,

The executive committee of the Cen-
tral Council of Socinl Agencies of St.
Louis, w delegute hody representing

city interested in the welfare of the
children of the State, unanimously in-
dorsed the Chitdren's Codz at  the
meeting on Docember 11th,  stating
“the Council believes that these lnws
are designed for the publie good and
will safegvard the interests of all the
children of the State, and care for and
protect the destitute, delinquent an
defective children, , . . The Couneil

ommoends the passage of these bille by
the ¢oming session of the Legislature.
FROM LEE HIGHTOWER
Nov. 26, 1918
Miss Tvan Chamberlain.
Penv Friend Iva:

I will endeavor to write you. All
is well with me. Hope that yoou are
the same.

Wall, Iva, since difficultics are al-
nast settled over here, I hope that the
time will hasten when I van be on my
way back to the good ald U. 8. A,
1y, you can get in practice making
eekes and pies, for T am going to
spend some of my time visiting my
friendd when I get back in Missourd,
and you muy know T will have a good
appetite for some good old home-
cooked rations, as they cull it in the
army. In other words, country grub,
You remember how much pie and enke
I nte lust winter when Henry and 1
came over to your home, and you can
|wuess that T ean eat twice that amount
when I get out of the army. [ don't
mean that we are starving in  the
awmy. for we are not; we get plenty
“ooert butit don't taste like home east,
Ivs, | am =orry that I haven't winte
you sooner, but 1 have been moving
aveund pretty much the last two
months and you see when we are on
the march we are not where there is
any Y. M, C. A, so have a \poor
chance of getting paper and a place
to write. Will tell you mare when I
arrive home,

I am now in Luxamburg, am secing
some fine conntry.

Iva, I zuess that new disease. is
pretty well vnder contrdl by now.

I guess the most of the boys in the
camps will socn be mustered out so
they can return home. 1 am proud
that I came over here and saw ser-
vige. 1| did my part on the front o
I will be satisfied to come home and
live in peace the remainder of my
days,

Must close,

Sincerely yours,
LEE E. HIGHTOWER.
Ambulanee Co. 15, 2nd  Division,
American Ex. Forees, via N. Y.

FROM PAUL NATIONS

The following letter iz from Paul
D. Nations, son of Judge and Mrs. Gil-
::th 0. Nations, to hﬁmoﬂar.

isted as a voluntder last & "

the agencics and institutions in the |

heartily indorses the Code and yee-!

/

= S ==

age. He is now a corporal and has re-
cently received appointment as a field

clerk:
France, Nov. 18, 1918,

My Dearest Mamma:

. It has been severnl wecks since 1
have had opportunity to write, and I
fear you have been somewhat wor-
ried. But I am still well and happy,
though now that the war is over, I
am a little homesick.

But it is a great consolation to
know that it is all over and that we
will be home within three or four
months at the most. And we must all
consider ourselves cxtremely lucky
to be able to return home without in-

jug‘.

uring the last week of the war we
experienced some of the sensations
of the front lines and were several
times under fire from the artillery of
the enemy. Believe me, it is interest-
ing to be wondering just how near the
next six-inch ghell is going to burst,

We are following closely the ad-
vaneing infantry and the dead were
strown thickly by the waysides—
friends and enemies who have maode
the supreme sacrifice for the right as
they zaw it.

It seems to me that the present ter-
rible situation of the poverty-stricken
German people is somewhat providen-
tial, #s it affords us Americans the op-
portunity to rescue them ahd so prove
still more conclusively the merit of the
cause for which we have slaughtered
their men and sacrificed ours,

The war has been won by Yankee
pep nnd we are justly proud of the
outcome, | want if posaible to write
Dad tonight, so will close hoping my
darling Mumma and all are well.
hope to seo you all hefore many

months,
Your ]ovirui
PAUL.
NO GOVERNMENT

WOOL PURCHASES
AFTER DECEMBER 31,

That the Government will not buy
any of the 1918 wool clip after De-
cember 31, is stated in a telegram to
A J. Meyor, Director of Extension
Serviee to the University of Missouri
College of Aggiculture. Which moenas
thot anyone who might be holding
back old wool for higher prices will
not receive them from the Government
The mezsuge:

“The Govornment will not purchase
any wool shorn during 1018 unlegs it
has heen loddad on ears and bLilled
thru o an approved distvibuting cen-
ter or prior to December 81, 1018,
amd then only in ense such approved
dealer file a statoment and a copy of
the invaice thereaf within flve days
nfter receipt of invojew.”

THE CHINCH BUG
GAINING IN MISSOURI

All Missouri insect scourges uare
vitally influenced by climatic cendi-
tions. They have their favorable
and unfuvorable years the same s
crops, The chinch bug is especinlly
subject to such conditions, Dry years
and mild winters are sure to prove fa-
vorphle for the scourge. The pests
appenr  in waves of great abundance
[ follownd by years when fow bugs are
to be found.

The Univeraity of Missouri College
of Amriculture has been studying and
recording the activities of this pest
sinee 1912, In 1912 the pest as o
SCOUTEe  wWisd restricted to the west
border counties, In 1914 it suddenly

sprang into prominence a4 8§ severe
| ecourge over uch of woestern, ean-
| tral and north contral Missouri, doing

great damage, The following yeny it
loelined rupidly, being ubundantly on-
[y in @ few cotnties an the north cen-
| tral part of the state, In 1816 it was
practically o thing of the past, hut
during 1917 und 1918 it scemed to be
petting on its feet ngain for ancther
attack, according to L. Haseman.

Thin year, Oklahoma, Kansas and
ilinois had loeal ehineh bug  out-
brenks of importance and it is not ot
all unlikely that Missouri farmers
| will huve the pest to fight next sum-
| mer unless steps are taken during the
winter to destroy the pest in its har-
bering places, 1};1 all loculitics whore
| the pest attrneted any attention at
(all during the past summer and fall
| the winter hurboring places should be
burned over or plowed. Clump grass,
lweedy fence rows, rvoud sides, and
| other dry sheltor serve as harboring
| places, By burning over such pluces
many of the bugs are killed by the
heat and others exposed to the weath-
er, and few are left in the spring to
fly to wheat fields to do domnge next
year.

.

HOW FUR AND WHUR TO?

“Old Bill, a wealthy Tanecy county
sfarmer, who lves near Hollister,
Mo, says the Warrensburg Star-
Jourral, “ean neither read nor write,
but while he cannot tell one letter
from another he can read figures,
Some time ago he concluded to buy
an automobile, and sinee the agency
is in Springfield he took n young fel-
law who knew how to run a car with
him to bring back the car.

“It is a Gb-mile drive end for the
most part through the woods and
hills. On the return trip they lost
the rond. While they were beating
the bush trying to get their bearings
it developed tEnt the young fellow
could not read or write, cither.

“In telling about: the trip later on
when they arrived home, Old Bill
said: ‘We driv purty nigh all day be-
fore we cum to whur the country
looked natterasl. I reckon them si
posts is all right fur folks that kin
read, but whenever | seed one of 'em
I could tell how fur, byt couldn't tell
whur to."

FOR THE LOCAL MERCHANT

It is & wise storckeeper who on-
courages his clerks to tell him of the
criticisms and complaints which his

cu:‘t;lnmets‘m;l:s ;rm;od the dla‘ t;r
service. A wo 0] ant-
isfied customer mrpoon'hlhl @ ans-

t was ‘with a cer-

wer to why this or that line does aot
i - i ¥

Peace on

.good will toward
men, |

is our wish, as the old year "
passes and the New Year
is ushe

sl Hind
JHOIL R DA

R

dori¥ bpomenH

red in.
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A soldier of the Legion in meck
He sndly murmurs “kamarad”!

For 1 was born at Bingen, fair
“While passing to the windward
I got a whif of bacon, or maybe §
I fuin would have a rasher with
For 1 was born at Bingen, fair

“0h, lead me to the eanteen or
For 1 was born at Bingen, fair

Anil took down his dictation as i
For 1 was born at Bingen, fair

“Juat tell her that you saw me ar
This chow on which I'm feeding,

When I get back to Bingen, fair

PRETTY SOFT

Said he: “I crave a beefsteak, some sauerkraut and wine,

My stomach is rebelling and it thinks my thront is cut,
For duys 1 have been fasting and for food | yearrn and pine

A comrpde stoogd beside to hewe what he might say

“Take a message to mother and say I'm living fine,

I'll miss the Yankee fodder on which I sued to dine

—L. C. Davis, in Post Dispatch,

subjection stands;
He holds up both his hands.

Bingen on the Rhine,

of the troops of Uncle Sam
t was ham;

a cool and frothy stein
Bingen on the Rhine,

Salvation Army hut;
Bingen on the Rhine. .

1 stored the grub away,
Bingen on the Rhine.

|>|‘thut I was lpoking fit;
with me hos made a hit.

Bingen on the Rhing,

“I Built it,”

“The joints are wobbly”, Penrose sa
“The wheels are square,” &nid Roo
“The trolley's lovse,” snid Mufray C
“She'll never run,” said Smoot.
“They ought to junk the thing," said
“I enhn't approve of it," said Lodge.
“It's rotten,” cried T. R.

When Mr, Wilson's war machine wen

The G, O, P. lnds gathered round to¥s

But when it kept along its course, am

They gathered monkey=wrenches up n

“It's slowing up a bit,” said Hughes,

Y1 think,” snid Lodge, “it's going to
YA fliver!™, said T. R

When Mr. Wildon's war machine got
And presently the kuoiser rnised n mo
The G. 0. P, eame swarming up like b
“1 really think,"” said Mr. Lodge, “th
“Heerus of ug,' seid Root and Smoot,
Wo tought him, how to moke it go!
ST built it erind TO R,
St. Jos

Cried T. R.

When Mr. Wilson's war machine was building on the ways,
Republicans regarded it with words of stern disproise,

id.
t,
rang

Hays, "and build a brand new cur.';

t rushing down the road

ee the thing explode;

id the people's cheers,

nd tossed them in the genrs,
“ioenn't go very far”
be'"—

warking avor there,

un of wild despair,

ces from out o hive,

ey ought to let us drive™
“it runs without a jer;

oph Ohserver,

SUCCESS

He has schieved success who hasx
lived well, laughed often, and loved
mueh: who has gained the trust of
pure women and the love of little chil-

dren, who has filled his mche and ne-
complighed his task; who hos left the

world hetter than he found it, wheth-
or by an improved poppy, a perfect
poem, or a rescued soul; who has nev-
er lacked appreciation of earth's beau-
ty or fuiled to express it; who has al-
ways looked for the best in others and
given the best he had; whose life was
an inspiration; whose memory o ben-
cdietion.—B. A. Stanley.
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A full measure of the

and a Prosperous and
Happy New Year
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is the wish of | i .

o 12 VL T .
U fiple UL diod To-
RY CO;:
/ i o
o2 b TR S [ b [
i L)
1 W58 AR oh erro - o
1L RO =i o g
grodadas 4 btowge -
T T T

¢ baworsr 4




